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March 14, 2011

Dear Orange Church family,

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  As we move forward with the expansion of Orange United Methodist Church, we invite you to join us in prayer and thanksgiving for the opportunity to grow the kingdom of God.  The work of this church cannot continue without our efforts; the vitality of the church is based on our faithfulness.  All of us have an important role to play in the life of Orange UMC.  

On March 6, a Leadership Summit was held to kick off Phase One of our Gather Grow Go campaign.  At this Leadership Summit, we distributed the enclosed information sheet.  Our goal is to educate everyone on where we've been in the past, where we are going in the future and how we are going to get there.

We know it is important to everyone at OUMC that they are informed and included in the Gather Grow Go expansion plan.  We agree completely.  Gather Grow Go will not happen "behind-the-scenes" in committee meetings of this church.  You are the church.  You will most certainly be included in this process.  With God as our foundation, we as the people of Orange United Methodist Church can make this expansion happen!  

To that end, you'll notice Key Calendar Dates included on the information sheet.  Next Sunday, March 20, is Affirmation Sunday.  You will have the opportunity to offer your blessings on the expansion of Orange UMC with a written affirmation of the project.  You can include your prayers for Orange, your questions, your doubts and fears, or any other comments you would like to make on our expansion.  These affirmations will help guide the planning committee as we proceed.

On Sunday, April 10, the church will celebrate with a Visioning Information Sunday.  The vision for our church's future will be the primary focus along with financial information on the expansion.  Through vision videos, inspirational testimonials, and a two-week Easter devotional, our hope is to bring Christ into our lives as a living spirit to guide us through our expansion journey together.

Palm Sunday (April 17) begins the start of our Prayer Labyrinth.  Prayer Labyrinths began in ancient times when plagues ravaged cities and people couldn't make their annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem.  Our symbolic Prayer Labyrinth will be designed as a way to take a break and stop outside our day-to-day life to focus in prayer and communion with God.  Placed on the site of our future expansion, our hope is that the Prayer Labyrinth will serve as another physical reminder of our dedication to expanding OUMC in the name of Christ.

We rejoice to know what God has done already at Orange UMC, and we look forward to what God has in store for us in the days ahead.  

Grace and Peace,

Mary Anne Vanderburg, Harold Rogerson and Don Click

Gather Grow Go Chairpersons
�





1220 MLK Jr. Blvd, Chapel Hill, NC  27514


919-942-2825 * oumc@bellsouth.net








